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Leaving Certificate: 

LEVELS

Students generally take 

SEVEN examination 

subjects at 

❖Higher,

❖Ordinary

❖ Foundation Level.

Foundation level is only 

available in two subjects -

Irish and Mathematics.



Points system 



3 Core Subjects                                 

+ Choose 4 Subjects

Core Subjects

English, 

Irish     

Maths

Subject

Choice1

Subject

Choice 2

Subject

Choice 3

Subject 

Choice 4



Recommended... 

Core Subjects

English, 

Irish     

Maths

Choice1:

European 

Language?

Choice 2:

A Science 

Subject?

Choice 3

Subject

I like and will

do well in

Choice 4

Subject I like 

and will do 

well in 



Language Group

French, German, Spanish, Other EU (e.g. Polish, Latvian – apply to 

sit Leaving Cert exam).

Science Group

Agricultural Science, Biology, Physics, Chemistry, Applied Maths 

Business Studies Group

Accounting, Business, Economics, LCVP Link Modules

Practical Group

Design & Communication Graphics (DCG)

Technology

Construction Studies

Social Studies Group

Geography,  Religion (Exam Subject), Politics & Society. 

Humanities Group

History 

Classical Studies

Artistic & Creative Group

Music

Art

PE (Exam subject)



In Choosing Subjects, ask 

yourself:

•What subjects do I like?

•What subjects am I good 

at?

•Will I get a good result in 

it?

•Is it a required subject for 

college?

•Will it help me to get into 

my favourite third level 

course or career?



Subject Requirements for 

Third Level Courses
• See online booklet.

• www.qualifax.ie

(courses in Ireland)

• www.ucas.com

(courses in UK)

• www.eunicas.com

• (courses in Europe)

• www.careersportal.ie

(info Subject choices)

• Guidance Counsellor.

• Apprenticeships

• Maths – Engineering

• English - Journalism

• Irish – NUI, Primary 

Teaching

• Modern European 

Language - NUI

• Science Subject –

Science, Medical, 

paramedical.

• Others, e.g. Chemistry.

http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.eunicas.com/
http://www.careersportal.ie/


General College Entry 

Requirements
National Universities of Ireland  

• University College Dublin (UCD)

• University College Cork (UCC)  

• University of Galway  

• Maynooth  University

– Passes in English, Irish, Maths & a third Language* 

– 2 x H5 and 4 x O6/H7 grades 

• DCU, UL, Institutes of Technology, Technological Uni’s 

• - Passes in Maths & English/Irish 

- 2 x H5 and 4 x O6/H7



Three hurdles to College Entry
1. Matriculation Requirements (College) …….The Matriculation 

Requirement is the minimum academic qualification for entry that a Third 

Level College demands from a student.

• * 5 passes at OL in Leaving Certificate for CFE’s * 

• *6 subjects (2 at HL and 4 at OL) for I.T’s, TU & Universities 

2. Subject (Faculty) Requirements 
• HL Irish for Primary Teaching

• HL Maths for Engineering

3. CAO Points















www.careersportal.ie

http://www.careersportal.ie/


Options in Science 

Physics – Engineering, 

Aviation, Optometry, 

Space, Radiotherapy, 

Alternative energies.

Chemistry – Pharmacy,  

Medicine, Science, Vet.

Biology – Medicine, PE, 

Nursing, Sport & Fitness.

Agricultural Science -

Agriculture, Horticulture.



Choosing Optional Subjects
Students will study 4 of these in 5th Year, 

but must choose up to 8 subjects on the form                       

marking them 1 to 8 in order of preference.

• Accounting

• Agricultural Science

• Art 

• Biology

• Business

• Chemistry

• Construction Studies

• Design and Communication 

Graphics

• Applied Maths

• Exam PE

• Classical Studies

• Economics

• French/ German/Spanish              

(put first)

• Geography

• History

• Music

• Physics

• Politics & Society

• Religion (exam subject)

• Technology



Options Based on Student Preferences

• Options are student-driven - based on student 
preferences

• Friday 10th February 2023

• Preferences are entered into computer

• Computer produces subject lines

• These subject lines have to be reconciled with the 
timetable and school resources

• Students may not get all of their top four 
preferences

• Important to have researched sub choices that you 
are happy with in case one of your first choices 
prove not to be feasible. 

• For most students Choices 1 -6 will be really in 
the mix.



•Native language :Polish, 

Latvian, etc

Additional Subjects                     

in Student’s Own Time



Important to Remember

Core Subjects

English 

Irish    

Maths

Choice1

European

Language?

Choice 2

Science 

Subject?

Choice 3

A Subject 

I like

Choice 4

A Subject 

I like



•Don’t…

...guess who the teacher will be.

...choose a subject because your friends 

are doing it.

•Do…

•Choose subjects you like & are good 

at.

•Choose subjects that will help you 

gain the points needed for your 

preferred college course or career.



Appeals: Change of Subject

•Some movement allowed after results of JC in 

September;

• Movement limited in scope - depends on existing 

numbers in class groups;

- Max 24 places in practical subjects;

- Max 30 places in other class groups; 

•Management does its best to accommodate 

students and parents wishes, but is constrained by 

the resources available to the school.



Useful websites...

www.cao.ie

www.qualifax.ie

www.ucas.com

www.eunicas.com

www.careersportal.ie

www.apprenticeship.ie

http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.apprenticeship.ie/


Finally….

• It’s said the Leaving Cert is like a cake…. 

You bake it in 5th year and Ice it in 6th

Year…….


